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… a collection of images & sayings 

designed to amaze & amuse 
 

via Scaughdt 
an (i)am publication 
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NOTE:  This work is Purpose-fully non-copyrighted, and may therefore be copied, 

reprinted, forwarded &/or gifted onward in whatever ways any of its readers deem fit.  

That having been said, the author would also like to remind anyone so doing that, just as 

these Truths have been given to all for free, so too should they be freely given onward to 

others – fully profitless to the giver; without any additional costs or conditions attached to 

the receiving thereof … Thank you. 
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“If you stop and really think about it, you come to realize that we all get 

robbed of the mystery of being alive.  We get robbed of the glory of it 

because we forget its majesty; we get robbed of the glory of it because we 

don't remember how we got here in the first place … When we are born, we 

awaken slowly and deeply to everything around us.  From our birth through 

our young childhood, our minds are slowly turning on the lights, and we stare 

in wonder at everything fresh and new around us – „Sun‘ and „round‘ and 

„sky‘ and „blue‘; „mother‘ and „father‘ and „delicious‘ and „love‘ … Then we 

get a bit older and society begins to mold our minds, and the tone of our 

perception begins to slowly darken – learning „don‘t‘ and „rules‘ and „hopes‘ 

and „danger‘ … Then we move into young adulthood and fully enter the 

culture that has by then enveloped us, and the shadow of wonderment 

becomes but a hidden memory – it is then that we focus on things „more 

important‟:  „job‘ and „car‘ and „responsibility‘; „success‘ and „sex‘ and 

„healthcare‘ … This transition is so slow and so steady that we soon come to 

believe that life isn't that big of a deal, that life isn't amazing, that life isn‟t 

staggering, that life isn‟t wonderful.  And yet life is amazing – and staggering 

– and wonderful, in every single moment we live it.  We have simply gotten 

used to it, have simply blanketed over the raw amazingness of it all with 

categories and labels and routines and conventions; turning the phenomenal 

into the normal, the peaceful into the boring, and the miraculous into the 

familiar.  My Friends, it‟s time we all woke up again to the glory that is this 

conscious life.  It‟s time we remembered that these too are amazing days, and 

that we are all so blessed to witness them.” ~ inspired by Donald Miller 
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―Wonderment is the beginning of all true Wisdom, 

just as Joy is the birthplace of any real Love.‖ 
~ inspired by Socrates 
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An Introduction to what Follows… 
 

Ever since choosing the life of a Peace Pilgrim back in the summer of 2005 (and 

even a few years before that), I have always been somehow summoned to write down 

my thoughts about Meaning & Purpose & Morality & Truth – not to make any 

money (all of my writings will always be offered to all for free, and indeed aren‟t really 

“my” writings at all) and certainly not to attain any measure of fame or following, but 

rather to preserve what measure of wisdom I have been blessed to attain; to provide 

some sanctuary for the principles and profundities that I have rediscovered over the 

course of these past 5+ decades of living; to keep them safe until a generation could 

come along ready and willing to put them into courageous practice, and thereby reap 

their sublime rewards … 
 

And in doing so, I found it helpful to separate the many thousands of posts, 

essays, comments, and ponderings into various categories (almost all of them 

accompanied by relevant images &/or photographs) – releasing them one by one in book 

form whenever enough had been collected … Now, after engaging this process 

almost every day for the past twelve+ years, the time is nearing when I will be setting 

the writing aside and venture forth into different endeavors; walking different paths, 

still in the hopes of spreading the message of Peace.  And as I have been “wrapping 

things up” and releasing all that has been shared so far, I began to realize that there 

were a small collection of quotes & memes & images that didn‟t seem to fit into any 

of the then-existing folders.  They all relayed a deeper Wisdom that could be 

beneficial to a reader – and as such I didn‟t want to throw them away, and yet I really 

didn‟t know what to do with them.  And then it occurred to me that all of them were 

either sources of humor or amazement (hence the title of this collection); that all of 

them either reminded us to expand our perspective to re-appreciate the innate 

grandeur of life, or inspired us to allow mirth and laughter to come once more to the 

fore of our living. 
 

And so here they, my own little 

collection of “Wonderfunnies” … May they 

remind you of your small-yet-incredibly-

significant place in this, our most beautiful 

Universe, and may they inspire you to 

remember to laugh in great Joy as you build 

lives of great Love therein. 

 

 Amen … Let it be so. 
 

 

           Scaughdt 
         (March 2018) 
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―We are dying for lack of wonderment, 

not for lack of wonders … 

We are sad for lack of Loving, 

not for lack of love.‖ 
~ inspired by G. K. Chesteron 
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The Doors between the Two … 
(01/01/2018) 
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The moment you are Born …  
(01/02/2018) 
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Shouting the Universe alive …  
(01/03/2018) 
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Into the Light of all things …  
(01/04/2018) 
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When great trees Fall …  
(01/05/2018) 
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The smallest of Heroes …  
(01/06/2018) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“You may encounter many defeats, and yet you must 

never be defeated. In fact, it may indeed be necessary for you 

to encounter your defeats, so that you can thereafter know 

who you are -- what you can rise from -- how you can come 

out of it stronger -- how you can shine.” ~ via Maya Angelou 
 

 



13 

 

And the Master said …  
(01/07/2018) 
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She won‘t need saving …  
(01/08/2018) 
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Taking it ever back …  
(01/09/2018) 
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The simplest of Answers …  
(01/10/2018) 
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A most Beauty-full blue dot …  
(01/11/2018) 
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One step to Oneness…  
(01/12/2018) 
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The first step to knowing real Peace is awakening to our innate & irrevocable 

Oneness … An the first step to awakening to our innate & irrevocable Oneness is 

setting aside our beliefs & convictions & "knowledge" -- even if just for an instant -- 

to open our minds in Humility; to consider a Universe far grander, a life far more 

scintillating, and an awareness thereof far more priceless than anything we have 

heretofore imagined … And the first step into that required exuding of humbleness is 

the choice to see -- to truly SEE -- that we are anything but alone in our Universe, 

and that we are very far indeed from becoming the stewards thereof; that all our 

conflicts & concerns & worries & wars -- all our debates & dramas & amassings & 

arguments -- don't really mean that much; that they are certainly not worth fighting 

over -- and most definitely not worth killing or even hurling insult. 
 

Yes, the very first step on the Way to Peace, my Friends, is realizing the 

uncomfortable Truth that -- despite all our sensible doubts & reasonable 

disappointments & understandable furies -- our lives, and indeed nothing within 

them, are truly in any way solely, or even primarily, “about us.” 
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A few refreshed Perspectives …  
(01/13/2018) 
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When UP is Down …  
(01/14/2018) 
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Where you actually ARE … 
(01/15/2018) 
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Detaching from Pluto … 
(01/16/2018) 
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Zooming while standing still … 
(01/17/2018) 

 

 

 

   ―It is unwise to be too sure of one's own wisdom. It is 

healthy to be reminded that the strongest often weaken and 

the wisest often err … For our peace to be real, it must 

remain ever unaffected by outside circumstances. For our 

truth to be real, it must remain ever unaffected by our 

internal arrogance.‖ ~ inspired by Mahatma Gandhi  
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All that you can See …  
(01/18/2018) 
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Everyone, all-ONE … 
(01/19/2018) 
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Exactly the right Size … 
(01/20/2018) 
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Who we truly ARE …  
(01/21/2018) 
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Immersed in the ONE … 
(01/22/2018) 
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A billion trillion Homes … 
(01/23/2018) 
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A lovely bundle of Wonders … 
(01/24/2018) 
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Choosing to go HERE … 
(01/25/2018) 
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Partners in the Dance of Living … 
(01/26/2018) 
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To LOVE what you Love … 
(01/27/2018) 
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Taking note of the Beauty … 
(01/28/2018) 

 

 

 



36 

 

Contrary to what we have been told … 
(01/29/2018) 
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no Photoshop needed … 
(01/30/2018) 
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what Humility IS … 
(01/31/2018) 

 

Knowledge & Perspective are two of life's greatest of gifts, and yet they both 

pale in comparison to Humility -- for it is Humility that allows us to step back from 

what we know to See that which we do not; it is Humility that allows us to free 

ourselves from our primitive shackles of certainty in order to broaden our depth of 

understanding & empathy, and it is Humility that -- in end effect -- allows us to truly 

open ourselves to the camaraderie of others ... It is first & foremost Humility that 

allows us to truly LOVE. 
 

"We make our world significant by the courageous bent of our questions 

and the humble depth of our answers‖ ~ via Carl Sagan 
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All is possible … 
(02(01/2018) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
―Choose to love your times of solitude, for those who are near you are now far 

away... and this shows that you are setting forth to truly live, and that the space 

around you is thus beginning to grow vast.  Be happy about this growth, and be 

gentle with those who remain behind.  Be confident and calm in front of them.  Seek 

out some simple and true feeling of what you have in common, something which 

doesn't necessarily have to alter when you yourself change again and again.  And 

don't expect any understanding; but believe instead in a Love that your kindness is 

storing up within you.  And have faith that in this Love there is a strength and a 

blessing so large that you can travel as far as you wish without ever having to step 

outside of it.‖ ~ via Rainier Maria Rilke 
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real Beauty is Heart-deep … 
(02/02/2018) 

 

 

―For attractive lips, speak words of kindness.  For lovely eyes, seek 

out the good in people.  For a slim figure, share your food with the 

hungry. For beautiful hair, let a child run his fingers through it.  For 

poise, walk with the knowledge you are carrying even the smallest the 

burdens of others ... The loving Care of human beings will never become 

obsolete. People -- far more than things – must be restored, renewed, 

refreshed, revived, reclaimed and reinvigorated.  And it is our loving 

Care is that which does the same.‖ ~ inspired by Sam Levenson 
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Finding the greatest Treasures … 
(02/03/2018) 
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To question EVERYTHING … 
(02/04/2018) 

 

 

―Question everything. Find your own light … Refuse to 

demand rigidly defined areas of doubt and uncertainty, and 

yet ever remember that the wise man proportions the strength 

of his belief directly to the evidence at hand.‖  
~ via Buddha, Douglas Adams & David Hume 
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to Find, we must first LOOK … 
(02/05/2018) 
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Those eyes, those Eyes … 
(02/06/2018) 

 

 

 

 

―I have been and still am a seeker, but I have ceased to 

question stars and books; I have begun to listen to the 

teaching my Heart whispers to me‖ ~ via Hermann Hesse 
 

 



45 

 

The trickiest little Thing …  
(02/07/2018) 
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Cleaning our biggest Windows … 
(02/08/2018) 
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unpopped Culture … 
(02/09/2018) 
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the Mass Hallucination of the masses …  
(02/10/2018) 

 

 

―We have to re-create our own culture.  Don't watch TV, don't read magazines, 

don't even listen to NPR. Create your own roadshow instead. The nexus of space and 

time where you are right now is the most immediate sector of your Universe, and if 

you're worrying about Donald Trump or Hillary Clinton or Mark Zuckerberg or any 

other so-called ‗celebrity‘, then you disempowering yourself; you're giving it all away 

to icons -- icons which are preened and maintained by an mass media machine so that 

you want to dress like X or have lips like Y or believe like Z or speak like W … This is 

a shit-brained kind of thinking that is nothing more cultural diversion … The only 

thing that is real is you and your friends and your associations and your community, 

and yet we are told that we're unimportant, that we‘re secondary, that we‘re too ill-

informed, that we're peripheral.  And once you accept those lies from on-high you 

become a mere player, and you don't want to even play in the game. You have one 

primary mission that you must engage before your life can truly begin – you have to 

reclaim your mind.  You have to get it out of the hands of the cultural engineers who 

are turning you into a half-baked moron consuming nothing but the trash – both 

physical and ideological -- that's being manufactured from the bones of this dying 

world.‖ ~ inspired by Terrence McKenna 
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Not caring about the Care-full … 
(02/11/2018) 
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Sufficing it to say … 
(02/12/2018) 
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All of the same Machine … 
(02/13/2018) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

―Empire is a massive thing, and not easily fought. It is dictated by a rising 

bureaucracy, a receding initiative, a freezing of caste, a damming of curiosity — and a 

hundred other insidious factors. It has been going on for centuries, and it is too massive 

and too Machiavellian a movement to stop.  Ti fight Empire is to have it defend itself 

and grow stronger, and yet withdrawing from Empire – removing as much of our 

energy and our attention and our money as we can – will hasten the great day 

inevitable when Empire caves in on itself and crumbles.‖ ~ inspired by Isaac Asimov 
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Walking the Bigger Talk … 
(02/14/2018) 
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Lapping up the lies … 
(02/15/2018) 
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escaping escapism … 
(02/16/2018) 

 

 

 ―To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make you someone 

else is the greatest accomplishment … It is no measure of health to be well 

adjusted to a profoundly sick society … Rebel children, I implore you, fight the 

turgid slick of conformity with which they seek to smother your glory.‖ ~ via 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Jiddu Krishnamurti & Russell Brand 
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Getting started anyWay … 
(02/17/2018) 

 

 

 

 

Even the most “enlightened” of masters used to ask the 

“dumbest” of questions ... Even the most skilled of dancers used to 

stumble through the easiest of steps ... Even the most caring of Saints 

used to succumb to the most banal temptations of selfishness, apathy, 

hopelessness, and anger. 
 

The key to WAKING UP – the key to becoming truly Human(e) 

again; the key to finally living a full life of Purpose & Meaning & Joy 

& Love – is not to one day finally take “the final step” that will 

ultimately “get you there.”  Rather, the key to your transcendent 

Enlightenment is to finally exude the Courage & the Integrity required 

to look all your naysayers & all your denigrators squarely in the eye 

… and then take the first and only step along that Noble Way. 
 

―It isn't by getting out of the world that we become enlightened, but by 

getting into the world…by getting so tuned in that we can ride the waves of our 

existence and never get tossed because we become the waves‖ ~ Ken Kesey 
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an American tradition … 
(02/18/2018) 
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Sure he is, but who dun it? …  
(02/19/2018) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

―All God does is watch us and kill us when we get boring. We must never, ever be boring 

… I think God, in creating man, somewhat overestimated his ability … We cannot hear the 

voice of God by climbing the topmost steeple.  Rather, we must go ever downward, for God 

dwells amongst the people.‖ ~ via Chuck Palahnuik, Oscar Wilde & John Henry Newman 
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The ugliness of judging Beauty …  
(02/20/2018) 
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A most serious Sadness … 
(02/21/2018) 

 

 

 ―The unhappy person resents it when you try to cheer him up, because that means 

he has to stop dwelling on himself and start paying attention to others.  Unhappiness is 

the ultimate form of self-indulgence. When you're unhappy, you get to give all your 

attention to yourself. You get to take yourself oh-so-very seriously and dismiss the 

suffering of others with but the slightest of glances.‖ ~ inspired by Tom Robbins 
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Ego vs ECO; me vs the ONE … 
(02/22/2018) 

 

 

―Science is not only compatible with spirituality; it is a profound source of 

spirituality. When we recognize our place in an immensity of light‐years and in 

the passage of ages, when we grasp the intricacy, beauty, and subtlety of life, 

then that soaring feeling, that sense of elation and humility combined, is surely 

spiritual. So are our emotions in the presence of great art or music or 

literature, or acts of exemplary selfless courage such as those of Mohandas 

Gandhi or Martin Luther King, Jr. The notion that science and spirituality are 

somehow mutually exclusive does a disservice to both‖ ~ Carl Sagan 
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Murdering a most beloved God … 
(02/23/2018) 
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on the workers of Math & Poetry … 
(02/24/2018) 
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The one Great Spectacle … 
(02/25/2018) 
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to BE like the Moon … 
(02/26/2018) 
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what the Sun never says … 
(02/27/2018) 
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While making that Face … 
(02/28/2018) 
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What it means to LOVE … 
(03/01/2018) 

 

 

 

 

―On the one hand, unconditional love cannot ever be swayed by 

time or circumstances.  On the same hand, to Love unconditionally 

does not necessarily mean to give your unconditional time … 

Sometimes, to Love completely we must never see someone again. 

This, too, can be Love -- if done to give someone the freedom to exist 

fully and be deeply happy, even if it must be without you.‖  
      ~ inspired by Stephen Kendrick & Vironika Tugaleva 
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To quench the deepest thirst …  
(03/02/2018) 
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through the Eyes of a Child …  
(03/03/2018) 
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the Oak and the Cypress … 
(03/04/2018) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



71 

 

What we ALL do … 
(03/05/2018) 

 

 

―I would always rather be joyful than dignified … Nobody has 

ever measured, not even poets, how much the Heart can hold.  Keep 

searching for that still-nonexistent limit.‖ ~ inspired by Charlotte Bronte 

& Zelda Fitzgerald 
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No tools necessary … 
(03/06/2018) 
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Getting really Strong … 
(03/07/18) 
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The one & only Lesson … 
(03/08/2018) 
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Always – in all Ways … 
(03/09/2018) 
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to Be a bearing Witness … 
(03/10/2018) 
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Life in every Desert … 
(03/11/2018) 
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ONE in a hundred billion … 
(03/12/2018) 
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dwarfed by the Greatness … 
(03/13/2018) 
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and quoth the Raven, EVERmore … 
(03/14/2018) 
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Compassion is a verb … 
(03/15/2018) 
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Dogs really Get It … 
(03/16/2018) 
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the Person we need to Be … 
(03/17/2018) 
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to drink the Water of Living … 
(03/18/2018) 
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Every moment is THE Moment … 
(03/19/2018) 
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Agreeing on Time … 
(03/20/2018) 
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on slowing down, all-Ready … 
(03/21/2018) 
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re-Membering to Balter … 
(03/22/2018)… 
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what the Faith-full Man perceives … 
(03/23/2018) 
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to Live well; to Die well … 
(03/24/2018) 
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ever the First; ever the Last … 
(03/25/2018) 
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on learning Real Skills … 
(03/26/2018) 

 

 ―Only put off until tomorrow what you are willing to die having left undone … 

We shall all pass this way but once; so any good that we can do or any kindness we 

can show to any other being; let us do it straight away. Let us neither defer nor 

neglect those noble chances, for we shall never pass this way again. ‖  

~ inspired by Pablo Picasso & Etienne de Grellet 
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Being ridiculously Kind … 
(03/27/2018) 

 

 

 

―No deed of selfless Kindness, 

no matter how small or useless or silly it seems, 

is ever wasted.‖ ~ via Aesop 
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Choosing to SEE … 
(03/28/2018) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To truly SEE, we must choose to deeply LOOK. 
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The grace of GRACE … 
(03/29/2018) 

 

 

 
P.S.  Courage & Freedom only exist in “dynamic combination” 

during daringly willing acts of self-sacrificial Caring. 
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How to LOVE the rain … 
(03/30/2018) 
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To also LOVE the Darkness … 
(03/31/2018) 

 
 

 

―Light thinks it travels faster than anything else, but it is wrong in 

harboring this notion.  For no matter how fast light travels, it always 

arrives to find that the darkness has always arrived beforehand, and is 

patiently waiting for it … We are all forests, a night of dark trees: and 

yet those who are not afraid of our shadows will always find full 

banks of roses under our branches … We must dream a long time in 

order to finally awaken to acts of grandeur, and that dreaming is 

always first nursed in darkness.‖ ~ via Terry Pratchett, Nietzsche & Jean Genet 
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It is only the Will that matters … 
(04/02/2018) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(P.S. It is the Courage to LOVE that counts – 

not the kiss rewarded thereafter.) 
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When true POWER finally arrives … 
(04/03/2018) 

 

 

 

 

 



100 

 

Dealing with it … 
(04/04/2018) 
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Impossible is NOTHING … 
(04/05/2018) 

 

 

“You do not need to know precisely what is happening, or exactly 

where it is all going. What you need is to do is recognize the 

possibilities and challenges offered by each present moment, and 

then to embrace them all with courage” ~ via Thomas Merton 
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The engineers of Tomorrow … 
(04/06/2018) 
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to Walk boldly through Life … 
(04/07/2018) 
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every day a Summer‘s Day … 
(04/08/2018) 
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Heading back HOME … 
(04/09/2018) 
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To make a Good Story … 
(04/10/2018) 
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Always two cups … 
(04/11/2018) 
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―Hello," Life says, "Remember me? We started out together here, way back 

when you were just a bundle of innocent amazement.  Remember how you saw 

the world with nothing but Joy & Wonder? ...  We were such rowdy playmates 

then. We painted on the sky with clouds, and reveled in everyone who crossed 

our path.  Can you remember how I thereafter became stained and heavy with 

trouble -- with lots of ‗Not safe‘, and ‗Not now‘, and ‗NO‘?  Your parents and 

teachers and politicians and preachers dressed me up in painful clothes, and 

then made you wear them, too … You don't recognize me now, do you? And yet 

I've never abandoned you – I‘ve never left your side – I‘ve never lost my wild, 

happy desire to show you, to play with you, to amaze you, to guide you, to hold 

you close, to inspire you … So my dear ONE, do you want to run away with me 

again? Shall we elope without ever leaving?  Because that's possible, you know.  

For I've never been anywhere but Here – never been anytime but Now -- ever 

waiting for you to awaken and remember – ever waiting for you to LOVE.‖  

           ~ inspired by Jacob Nordby 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“And I will take one from a thousand  

and two from ten thousand, 

and they shall Become a single One.” 

~ Jesus (Gospel of Thomas 23) 
 

 

 

 

 


